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Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

would like to proceed on my leader 
time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized. 

f 

BURMA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
have come to the floor every day this 
week to highlight the plight of the 
Burmese citizens who have bravely pro-
tested for democratic reform. I have 
also tried to focus attention on the 
brutal actions that the ruling military 
junta, the State Peace and Develop-
ment Council, or SPDC, has taken to 
crack down on its own people. 

The whole world watched with horror 
as Buddhist monks, armed with noth-
ing but prayers for peace, met uni-
formed thugs armed with rifles sent to 
do their Government’s bidding. Untold 
numbers have been slaughtered, more 
are unjustly imprisoned, and the Bur-
mese citizens who are left are afraid to 
step outside of their homes. The 
SPDC’s swift and barbaric punishment 
of the Burmese people seems like a 
relic from another era. But what we 
have seen on our television sets is all 
too real. 

I thank my fellow Senators for shin-
ing a spotlight on the actions of the 
SPDC this week to reveal them for the 
despots they are. 

I was encouraged when, on Monday, 
my colleagues adopted a sense-of-the- 
Senate resolution we offered with Sen-
ator KERRY condemning the SPDC for 
its violent crackdown against the 
peaceful protesters. And yesterday, 
Senators BOXER and MURKOWSKI held a 
hearing of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee’s Subcommittee on 
East Asian and Pacific Affairs on the 
atrocities in Burma. I appreciated the 
opportunity to be over there and tes-
tify at that hearing, along with others. 
Democratic reform in Burma is an 
issue that has received far too little in-
terest for a very long time. But the 
strong bipartisan support in Congress 
is encouraging. 

To see significant change in Burma, 
ultimately the U.N. Security Council 
will have to enact meaningful sanc-
tions on the SPDC. Only then will the 
Government be pressured to move to-
ward peaceful reconciliation. And for 
the U.N. Security Council to move, 
China must be persuaded to move. 
Many changes need to happen in 
Burma, but until they do, I will con-
tinue to act and to advocate on behalf 
of the Burmese people on the Senate 
floor. 

f 

DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, Re-
publicans and Democrats have been de-
bating all year long about the troops. 
This has not been a debate about who 
wants to bring them home. Frankly, 
all of us want to bring them home. It 
has been a debate about whom do you 
trust to decide when these troops come 

home, about who has the authority and 
judgment to make decisions about how 
to protect our national security inter-
ests in the Persian Gulf. Republicans 
think it should be the Commander in 
Chief in consultation with his com-
manders on the ground. We don’t think 
our foreign policy should be drafted by 
MoveOn.org or CODEPINK. 

However, on one thing we have al-
most all agreed: When we have forces 
in the field, we ought to fund them. 
Once they are over there, you do not 
leave them guessing about whether 
they are going to eat or be clothed or 
have the equipment they need to do 
their jobs, and you don’t leave their re-
placement units wondering whether 
they will be trained or equipped. 

In the heat of the first Iraq debate, 
we passed by a strong bipartisan vote 
of 82 to 16 the Gregg resolution express-
ing the sense of Congress that no funds 
should be cut off or even reduced for 
troops in the field which would result 
in undermining their safety or their 
ability to complete their mission. We 
passed, by an overwhelming 96-to-2 
vote, the Murray resolution expressing 
the sense of the Senate that no action 
should be taken to undermine the safe-
ty of the Armed Forces of the United 
States or impact their ability to com-
plete their missions. And we repeatedly 
rejected the Feingold amendment as 
recently as yesterday, once again, that 
would cut off funds for the troops after 
a date certain next June regardless of 
whether they have completed their 
mission. 

Under the Feingold amendment, 
which forbids U.S. troops from fighting 
anyone but al-Qaida and its affiliates, 
we would have to deploy a brigade of 
lawyers to interview the enemy, and 
we would lose the ability to gather the 
kind of intelligence from Iraqis them-
selves—intelligence that has been an 
invaluable component of the Petraeus 
plan so far. The Iraqi people are talk-
ing to us now because they feel safer 
having U.S. troops around. Pulling 
those troops out of the neighborhoods 
and replacing them with snipers in hel-
icopters would cut us off from the very 
people who are helping us find the tar-
gets in the first place. 

This Senate has argued for months 
about Iraq, but on this one point al-
most all of us have agreed again and 
again and again: You don’t cut funds to 
troops who are already in the field. Yet 
now it seems even that may be about 
to change. 

All last year, the Democrats com-
plained that the President was hiding 
his spending requests for the war by 
leaving them out of the Defense spend-
ing bill and putting them into a supple-
mental instead. So earlier this year, he 
responded to those criticisms in good 
faith by making his request in concert 
with the DOD appropriations bill. He 
said we would need about $150 billion 
for 2008. 

The majority has been sitting on this 
request for 8 months, and now they 
have made a conscious decision to 

leave it out of the Defense spending bill 
altogether. Some of them are arguing 
that the Defense Department has the 
legal authority to sustain the war on 
its own. That is right, they could do 
that, but what the Defense Department 
cannot do is plan ahead without a fu-
ture spending commitment from this 
Congress. They cannot plan for train-
ing, equipment, feeding, or protecting 
our troops until they know the money 
will be there beyond the immediate fu-
ture, and they cannot plan to be ready 
for any other operations that might 
arise outside of the current conflicts. 
This is no way to run a Defense Depart-
ment, it is no way to treat the troops, 
and it is entirely inconsistent with the 
expressions of support for the troops 
that we registered with the Gregg and 
Murray resolutions and which we re-
affirmed repeatedly, including yester-
day, by rejecting the Feingold amend-
ment. 

All summer, America and its allies 
waited for GEN David Petraeus to 
come to the Hill and tell us about the 
prospects in Iraq. We were encouraged 
when he told us the military objectives 
of his strategy were in large measure 
being met. We were proud when he told 
us that in the face of tough enemies 
and the brutal summer heat, coalition 
and Iraqi security forces had achieved 
real progress toward achieving their 
goals, in large part because they dealt 
what he described as a ‘‘significant 
blow’’—a significant blow—to al-Qaida. 

General Petraeus recommended that 
as a result of these early successes, we 
can begin to draw down our troops be-
ginning this year. That drawdown has 
already begun. Last month, the Marine 
Expeditionary Unit that was deployed 
as part of the surge left Iraq after a job 
well done. A combat brigade team will 
leave in mid-December, with four oth-
ers and two surge marine battalions to 
follow in the first half of next year. 
This was General Petraeus’s cautious 
but expert plan for building on the suc-
cesses we have made in Iraq. The Presi-
dent accepted that plan, and a major-
ity of Americans, including a majority 
of Democrats, if we are to believe the 
polls, think it is a good idea. 

We have a new strategy in Iraq, ac-
cording to the general in charge. It is 
working, and we owe it to the men and 
women in the field, first of all, to keep 
a commitment we have already made 
to fund them while they are carrying 
out that strategy. We cannot, we must 
not close this session without pro-
viding the funding these troops need. 

We also owe it to them to bring them 
home in a way that reflects the best 
judgment of their commanders. Gen-
eral Petraeus gave us a rare and valu-
able glimpse into the minds of our sol-
diers and marines when he testified on 
Capitol Hill last month. General 
Petraeus said: 

None of us want to stay in Iraq forever. We 
all want to come home. We all have days of 
frustration and all the rest of that. But what 
we want to do is come home the right way, 
having added to the heritage of our services, 
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